
 1 

Tony Stewart is a consultant, lecturer, and human rights activist. 

His academic career as a political scientist and pre-law advisor at North Idaho 
College spanned from 1970 to 2008. During that time, he also founded, produced, 
and moderated North Idaho College TV-Public Forum airing on PBS TV stations in 
the northwest and western Canada. He also produced and co-directed five 90-
minute documentaries called “Earth in Crisis: A Search for Solutions” which aired in 
2008. 

He has coordinated and/or consulted for a number of state political candidates in 
Idaho. 

He has written articles and given speeches nationwide on topics ranging from 
politics to human and civil rights, racism, and the qualities for effective leadership 
among many others.  

Below is his guest opinion that appeared on the editorial page in the Coeur d’Alene Press 
honoring Congressman John Lewis. 

 

Remembrance of John Lewis Life 

As we mourn the passing of Congressman John Lewis, let us honor and celebrate his 
extraordinary contributions to humanity by following his example to make this a 
more just world.  

Congressman Lewis from his childhood days on a cotton farm near Troy, Alabama 
when he preached to his sharecropping parents’ chickens to his days as an eloquent 
voice on the floor of the United States House of Representatives, he always called for 
the freedom, equality and justice for all humanity. From the time of his youth until 
the day of his death, John Lewis never lost his moral compass that guided all his 
actions to eradicate all forms of injustice.  

Lewis never lost his roots as a common man who demonstrated the ultimate 
courage so clearly demonstrated at age 25 when he almost lost his young life while 
being severely beaten by the police (fractured his skull) on the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge on the march with others to Selma, Alabama calling for the God given right to 
vote. 

Among his many attributes, Congressman Lewis loved people, demonstrated the 
upmost in humility, a man of deep religious faith, forgave those who had mistreated 
him such as one of the policemen who had beaten him on the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
when they met later in life for reconciliation, an eternal optimist believing in the day 
that would come when prejudice and bigotry would end, endless courage in the face 
of danger, and like his mentor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., he had a total commitment 
to non-violence in the struggle for justice. 
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“He confidently looked around and said, ‘All is well,’ “said his friend United States 
Senator Doug Jones. “It is time for the torch to be passed. It is time for me to go.”  

John Lewis left us so many guideposts to follow with his deeds and eloquent words 
such as: 

“Freedom is not a state; it is an act. It is not some enchanted garden perched high on 
a distant plateau where we can finally sit down and rest. Freedom is the continuous 
action we all must take and each generation must do its part to create an even more 
fair, just society.”   

For almost forty years, the Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations has 
been immersed in the philosophy, work and actions of these great leaders  in our 
attempt to follow the wisdom and actions of such giant civil rights activists as Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Congressman John Lewis. 

For all those, especially the youth, who have admired such civil rights leaders as 
John Lewis, you can give him no greater honor than to carry on his work for justice, 
equality and freedom for all humanity. 

I wish to close this tribute to the late Congressman Lewis with his call to action 
when he said: “When you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have 
to speak up. You have to say something; you have to do something.” 

Let us all strive to be better people because of those who have gone before us in the 
struggle for justice. 

 

Tony Stewart 
Secretary 
Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations 


